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LS CASE NO. 171 AMENDED PREFILING CONFERENCE 07-14-2022

BEFORE THE ARI ZONA PONER PLANT AND TRANSM SSI ON  LSC- 235

LI NE SI TI NG COW TTEE

I N THE MATTER OF THE APPLI CATI ON OF
SUNZI A TRANSM SSI ON LLC, I N
CONFORVANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF
ARl ZONA REVI SED STATUTES 40- 360, ET
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| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS

NO DESCRI PTI ON | DENTI FI ED

(None WNar ked)
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee, comencing at 11: 00 a.m on the 14th day of
July 2022, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

ACKEN LAW

M. Al bert Acken

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85020

Al so Present:

Adam Cer nea-C ark, Pattern Energy

Ci ndy Freeman, Sout hwestern Power

Nat al i e McCue, Pattern Energy

Danielle MIls, Pattern Energy

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Katz
Lisa dennie, dennie Reporting Services
Marta Hetzer, d ennie Reporting Services
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CHWN. KATZ: W do have Robin Osterode, our
court reporter present, and we can go on the record.

M. Bert Acken, represents SunZia, the
applicant, and | don't know if you want to go ahead and
i ntroduce anybody else or if you call -- or maybe better
yet, if you need to call on anybody, you can just
indicate who it is that's speaking.

MR, ACKEN:. Ckay. |'mhappy to do it that way.
Just for the record I'lIl note that we have
representatives from Sout hwestern Power G oup, as well as
Pattern Energy.

CHWN. KATZ: Gay. And this is going to be an
application to anend CEC 171, the SunZi a east to Pinal
Center 500kV line project. And I don't know -- |I'm
assuni ng we nmay have sone i ntervenors, because | did take

a ook and I saw your notion, a response, by a

person -- a particular individual that -- and | could

| ook up his nane, it's not that critical. And then
your -- who opposed the amendnent. And then your reply
and his sur-reply, but do we -- how many possi bl e

i ntervenors do you think we m ght have and who are they?
MR ACKEN. So we will definitely have at | east
one, and that is Peter Else, that's the individual that
you referenced that responded to our notion. So M. Else
was an intervenor in the original proceeding and he wll
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intervene in this one again. He has indicated that he
wll. No other party to the original proceedi ng has
affirmatively told ne that they will intervene. | would
not be surprised if another one or two does, but as of
this tinme none have indicated that to ne.

| have spoken with the attorney for Robson --
Robson Devel opnment was one of the intervenors, and he had
sone questions about the project or about the anendnent.
But at this tine, they are not planning to intervene, you
know, we're going to continue to speak with them and
coordinate with them and see if we can address any
questions that they have wthout themintervening. But
that's the only other party to the original proceeding
that's actually reached out to ne about this application.

CHWN. KATZ: And what's the honeowner
associ ati on?

MR ACKEN: It's Robson -- it's the devel opnent,
Robson Devel oper down there, just north of Oracle, and
again, they were a party to the original proceeding, not
the HOA, but the devel opnment. Saddl eBrooke Hei ghts,
believe is the nanme of the devel opnent.

CHWN. KATZ: And the attorney for themis who

agai n?
MR. ACKEN. Jay Shapiro.
CHWN. KATZ: ay. And |I'massum ng that you
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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either have or wll notify all interested parties. And
who are -- what are the jurisdictions that we need to
give notice to, outside of the normal course of your
publications and filings?

MR. ACKEN: We have a nunber of counties, we

have G eenlee, G aham Pima, Pinal, maybe -- maybe
Cochi se, | believe. So we'll have those counties al
recei ve notification. It's -- we're not that close to

any incorporated jurisdictions, so, you know,

| -- perhaps -- oh, the nane's escaping ne down there in

Sout heast Ari zona.
CHWN. KATZ: Sierra?
MR. ACKEN: No, not Sierra. It's the one that

starts wwith a W OCh, shoot, but anyway. They're

uni ncor porated communiti es down there. G ndy Freeman can

chime in, if I -- if she can think of any off the top of

her head.
CHWN. KATZ: W had G aham G eenlee, Pinal,
Cochi se, and did you nention any other?
MR ACKEN: And Pina. And then state | and.
CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.
MR ACKEN. W also cross Coolidge. So a

portion of the project crosses incorporated Coolidge.

CHWN. KATZ: ay. And we don't have -- | don't

have any new maps or docunents that we need to attach to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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this hearing. Correct? There wll be a -- an
application to anend with appropriate docunments bei ng
attached. Correct?

MR ACKEN. That's correct. W're |looking to
file that supplenent at the end of the nonth, towards the
end of the nonth. It will be -- it will be a blend of
what the typical application, and wthout any --
requesting any route changes. And you nention a map, SO
we Wi ll provide a map just to provide context. There is
no route change proposed here.

The three changes are term extension for one of
the lines; bifurcation, so that one of the |lines can be
assigned to a different entity; and then the different
tower structures on the DC tower structures. So that's
what our application is going to be based on. And -- but
we will include maps, just to provide sone context.

CHWN. KATZ: And the thing is, is that since
there's already been a nmultidisciplinary environment al
analysis with the CEC, | believe going through the seven
statutory requirenents under 40-360, | don't think we
need to have a full-blown hearing. But | think we need
to focus on primarily, fromny reading, and tell ne if
' mwong, need to focus upon the visual inpact that the
hi gher (inaudible) --

THE REPORTER:. |'m sorry, Chairman Katz, you

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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dropped off there.

CHWN. KATZ: You dropped ne?

THE REPORTER:  Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: What | was saying is | think we're
going to need to have sone presentation that deals with
the visual inpact, if any, that the higher towers and the
reconfiguration and additional conductors m ght have
vi sual |l y.

| don't think that there's any greater |and
di sturbance than there was before. And we've already
gone through all the cultural resources, environnental
i mpact. M. Else expressed sone concerns about greater
I npact to mgratory birds, but outside of those issues --
and he al so expressed sone concerns about bifurcating or
having two CECs issued would result in power not -- m ght
not serving -- | nmean, the typical finding, and | was
| ooking at the CEC, just to pull up some | anguage, but it
says, the last lineis, "W find the project is in the
public interest because the project's potenti al
contribution to neeting the need for adequate econoni cal
and vi abl e supply of electrical power outweighs the
m ni m zed i npact of the project on environnmental and
ecol ogy of the state.™

So we're going to need to showif there is going
to be sone diversion of power to other states that wasn't
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originally contenplated. W need to nmake sure that we
still can neet that test of inproving reliability w thout
damage to our electrical grid.

| don't know if | talked too much, M. Acken,
but do you see any other real issues? In other words, |
want to try to make sure that the issues get narrowed for
thi s heari ng.

MR. ACKEN:. Appreciate your comments and your
sentinments and share them And see it this way, you
know, one thing that we're going to note is the original
approval, the original application noted the power
structures would be up to 170 feet. The typical
structure was 135. Here the typical is going to be 150,
but still within what was previously approved.

But, bottomline, we'll present testinony on
visual inpacts, and to the extent that there are other
i npacts on environnmental resources, we wll explain what
they are. And to the extent there are not, we wll
explain why there are not. W'II|l present testinony to
address, so the commttee understands the need for
bi furcation, and that will go into what you were just
tal ki ng about there on those findings of fact and
conclusions of law, really getting into the need for this
project and the need for what we're doing here at this
tinme.
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THE REPORTER: Chairman Katz, you're nuted.

CHWN. KATZ: Sorry about that. | didn't want
to have any heavy breathing, but | mssed the | ast
coupl e of words that you stated. |It's probably not
critical.

MR ACKEN:. I'Il just say that we understand the
need to present testinony in support of those findings of
fact and conclusions of law, and we will do so.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you. And we don't yet have a
draft notice of hearing. W can prepare that for review,
and you're going to -- do you --

Tod, are we going to prepare that or do we want
to have the applicant provide us with a draft notice of
hearing for our editing?

MR. BREVWER: W coul d have the applicant prepare
that, that way we can have the proper |ocation of the
heari ng bei ng hel d.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

And that was Tod Brewer, our paral egal.

And where do you intend to publish the notice
once it's approved?

MR ACKEN: We plan to publish in the Arizona
Republic, given that this -- the line itself is 200 mles
in Arizona.

CHWN. KATZ: Right.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. ACKEN. W need statew de publication, so
we'll do The Republic.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And | don't know about
signs, you can't -- you're not going to have signs -- do
you think we need to have signs, and if so, where are
they going to be posted?

MR, ACKEN. | don't think we need signs. W
al ready have signs, you know, there are signs for the
route itself, that it was approved.

CHWN. KATZ: Right.

MR ACKEN. It gives the public notice that this
Is already an approved route. |[|'ll have to go back and
| ook and see what we did originally for signs, and maybe
we can do the sane thing here again, just to cover our
bases.

Qur thought was, you know, we're going to do
sone other things to provide notice. Qbviously a project
website. W're going to hold an open house. W're going
to look to the intervenors to help us get the word out
about this, and they've indicated a willingness to do

that. So we've got a lot of different tools in the

arsenal to get public notice. | think what I'd like to
do is take it as a -- well, unless you direct us to do
it, you know, we'll take it under advi senent and see what

makes sense and certainly be prepared to either just do

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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it on our own and describe it at the prehearing or
expl ain why we chose not to.

CHWN. KATZ: And are we going to hold this
hearing -- where are we going to hold this hearing?

MR ACKEN: So I'd like to hold this at the Casa
Grande Radi sson. As you know, there's just not nany
options in Pinal County. W think Pinal County is the --
and that is a good option, and it's easy -- easily
accessi ble frompoints all over.

The original hearing was held -- we kind of did
a tour of Southeast Arizona, if you will -- we started
off in Wlcox, that's the nane | was forgetting earlier,
we spent sone tine in Tucson, before finishing up in
Fl or ence.

Casa G-ande is a nice, central |ocation, we
think, for the commttee, as well as for the parties, and
that's what we woul d propose, just holding it in Casa
Grande only, and not noving | ocations.

CHWN. KATZ: And that's the hotel that | have
been in attendance at wwth you and others on sone prior
heari ngs since | ast Septenber?

MR ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

And, Tod, what are the dates that we're | ooking
at right now, is it Septenber 6th, because |I think

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Septenber 5th's a holiday?

MR BREWER  That's correct, M. Chairman. W
currently have Septenber the 6th through Septenber
the 9th. And then we've al so recei ved enough responses
fromthe other commttee nenbers to hold Monday the 12th
and Tuesday the 13th, as well. Although sone of them
have indicated that they nay have to appear virtually for
those additional two days, but they did say that they
wer e avail abl e.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And we will obviously have
| odgi ng for nyself, M. Acken, needed staff, and for our
out-of-town commttee nenbers that are going to be
attending in person. And I'mnot going to have you take
us on a tour, unless we want to add an additional week.
| don't think it nmakes sense to do that, unless there's
sone critical areas that we need to be view ng.

MR ACKEN. W don't think a tour is necessary
for the anmendnent proposed here.

CHWN. KATZ: | woul d agree.

When, Tod, woul d we have a Prehearing
Conference? | will be -- the only tinme I'Il be out of
town, |'ve got a couple of things going on, | will be out
of town August 5th through the 12th, and then |I'm back.
On August 30th, |I'm having a back surgery, but it's a
fusion of ny SI joint, and according to the doctor, |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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shouldn't be laid up for nore than a couple of days. So
| should be able to attend w t hout any problem |I"'|

have to be using a wal ker for two weeks, just to keep the
wei ght off of that, off of ny hips, but so |I'm not

avail able on the -- |I'm probably not avail able on the
30th -- when would we want to have a Prehearing

Conf erence, Tod? What do we have avail abl e?

MR BREWER: M. Chairman, we had originally
hel d August 31st at 2: 00, but we can certainly nove that.
| can nove it to the 29th at 2:00, if that would --

CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, let nme take a | ook.

MR, BREWER: -- work for everybody's schedul e.

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne take a quick | ook at ny
cal endar .

Yeah, | have an 8:00 a.m physical exam but
outside of that, | could do it on the 29th in the
af ternoon any tine.

MR ACKEN: 29th wll work for ne as well, thank
you.

CHWN. KATZ: 29th, 2:00 -- did you say at 2:007?

MR BREVER  Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you kindly.

There's no unrelated litigation pending in this
matter. Correct?

MR. ACKEN. So there is ongoing BLM or federal

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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activity as it relates to sone route adjustnents in New
Mexi co, just so you're aware, but none that --

CHWN. KATZ: Right. But no -- no ongoing
litigation outside of our hearing?

MR ACKEN: Correct.

CHWN. KATZ: And you'll be getting that anended
application to us at sone point in time, and |'1|
probably need to nake sure that all of our committee
nmenbers get a copy of that virtually if not -- | nean,
virtually or electronically.

MR ACKEN: So ny plan is to follow, if this is
in Tod's guidance, the tenplate for the south |line
amendnent, as far as process, you know, we're |ooking to
file at the end of this nonth. As to the notice of
heari ng, you know, we'll draft that for your review and
editing. Be published, you know, that follow ng Mnday,
Tuesday, so we can then publish that sane week at the end
of the week, so we're 30 days before the hearing starts
Septenber 6th. So we're -- and then I'll provide notice
to affected jurisdictions, just as we would as though it
were a new application.

CHWN. KATZ: And you will -- let nme just ask
you, with respect to the CEC, do you think we need to go
through all of the conditions that were previously stated
or do we just have the CEC original attached as an

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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exhibit and a paragraph in there saying that the
commttee reaffirns CEC nunber 171, as originally issued,
with the foll ow ng anendnments? | don't know how we want
to do the CEC itsel f.

MR ACKEN:. So ny -- ny vision was that we would
actually end up with two CECs, CEC-1 and CEC- 2, they
woul d be mrror imges, they'd have the sane conditions
as in the original. There may need to be sone tweaking
for conditions that have already been net, you know, we
m ght need to wordsmth sonme of that. But | woul d
envision that we will take a swing at that, and that w |
be part of what we submt prior to the prehearing. And
then you and the commttee can decide how you want to
handle it fromthere, but we are going to request two
CECs. No different conditions than sone may have al ready
been submtted as conditions.

CHWN. KATZ: Right. And | think we can keep the
sane CEC nunber, because that's how it was processed wth
the Conmm ssion, and they sent it back to us for further
hearing with respect to what they believe to be
substanti al anendnents.

And public comrent, are we expecting a huge
crowd, either virtually or in person and do we have need
to allocate nore tine?

MR. ACKEN. That's a great question. | think

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the -- the 5:30 of the first day, that Tuesday, we shoul d
expect significant public comment. And we will nake it,
as it has been for other recent cases, a virtual option,
an in-person option. Wether or not subsequent public
comment days are needed, | don't know. | don't think so.
But certainly if, just as you handled it in other recent
cases, if soneone shows up and m ssed the evening public
comment period, for sone reason, but still wants to
provi de comment, as long as it's not duplicative and

t hey' ve not al ready provided comment, certainly we're not
going to object and we're happy to have robust public
comment and we --

CHWN. KATZ: In light of the fact that we'l|l
have an all-day hearing until at |east 4:30 or 5:00 and
periodi c breaks for the benefit of the commttee and our
court reporter, we probably don't want to go nore than
about an hour and a half, from5:30 to 7:00, if it takes
t hat | ong.

And if we don't finish by then -- and | think we
woul d want to probably accomvbdate people that are there
in person before we go to any of the virtual

partici pants, so that they don't have to return on

anot her occasion -- and if we're not done by 7:00, maybe

it wll begin either the next norning with further

coments or the followng evening. | think we can play
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that by ear.
And what is the status of all of the -- are you
still undergoing, at |east through certain parts of this

application through a NEPA assessnent? And what if --
and do you have all of the permts that you're going to
need to go forward at this juncture?

MR, ACKEN:. Still going through NEPA assessnent

again for sone route nodifications in New Mexico. Under

the federal reginme, and I'Il ask ny teamto correct ne if
| msstate this, they still, as part of -- they revi ewed

the Arizona piece as well, but there are no Arizona route
adjustnents. And so we don't have final -- well,

approval for the entire route, the 500-mle plus route,
because of those route changes. But, otherw se,
everything is in order and is in the process of being
obt ai ned or has been obt ai ned.

CHWN. KATZ: Are there any fork issues that you
need to be or we need to be concerned wth?

MR ACKEN. Not at all.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN. | know -- yeah, I'Il just leave it
at that. Not at all.

CHWN. KATZ: And | won't ask you about
technol ogy. |'massum ng you're going to have one of the
two crews that we usually have present that nake sure
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that we have adequate WFi and | aptop access to the
docket control, and that you're likely going to be giving
us either iPads or tablets of sonme sort with the exhibits
on them | don't think we need hard copies of the

exhi bits for everybody, but | always use a notebook,
because we try to keep hard copies of everything in our
chr onol ogy.

And I'Il also talk with Tod, | don't know if
t here was anything that was used in the prior hearing
that we mght need for this one. But |I'massum ng there
will be |aptop access to the exhibits, and that there
wll also be copies of -- | think the court reporting
firmmght need two copies of the exhibits, and so forth.
You can confirmthat with Robin or her firm

Are there any other issues that we need to take
care of that you' re aware of or --

MR ACKEN. | have one item

CHWN. KATZ: Sure.

MR. ACKEN:. Condition 24 requires us to provide
notice to a whole suite of individuals, parties,
jurisdictions and public comrenters in the first
proceeding, within three days of |earning of the date of
the hearing. And this -- this condition 24 applies when
you're seeking an extension, so it's triggered here. So
we are prepared to do that.
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The question | have for you is what can we treat
as the day we learn of the hearing? | would like to tie
it to the date that you actually docket this as a
hearing. | nmean, sure, | know today that it's likely
goi ng to be Septenber 6th, but it seens odd for ne to
provi de notice of a hearing before it's -- an actual
formal notice has been docket ed.

So | wanted to tee that issue up with you and
make sure you agreed or were confortable with us
providi ng notice within three days of the formal notice
bei ng docket ed.

CHWN. KATZ: | think that that nakes sense.

Tod, do you see any problens wth doing that?

MR. BREWER: No, M. Chairnman. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, no, I'mconfortable. | just
want to nake sure, | nean, there's already an abundance
of notice, based upon all of the public coments that |
saw, | didn't read through all of them but | think that
any of the affected comunities are aware of what iIs
taki ng place, and that date that you are proposing is
fine.

s there anything else that we need to cover
that you're aware of?

MR. ACKEN: Not hing from ne.

| would ask ny teamif |'ve m ssed sonething
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that we di scussed to pl ease speak up

CHWN. KATZ: | guess hearing silence is a good
t hi ng.

MR, ACKEN: It is.

CHWN. KATZ: But I'msure if there's any need
for us to get back together, you know where to find ne.
And, as | said, | wll be out of town August the 5th
through the 12th, visiting famly in lowa. And | wll be
havi ng that surgery on the 30th. And the doctor says
that -- | don't think I'mgoing to be prescribed any
heavy-duty pain nedication, and if they end up doing
that, I'll end up hitching a ride wth probably Leonard
Drago or sonebody else, but |I'mplanning to be up and
ready to go, even though I'lIl be using a wal ker, not
because 1'I|l be crippled, but to nake sure |I don't screw
up what the surgery was trying to acconplish.

Anyway, all of you enjoy the rest of the summer.
Robi n, thank you very nuch. W don't need to put
anything el se on the record.

We do stand in recess. Thanks.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 11:30 a.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOMN t hat the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken

before me; that the foregoing pages are a full, true, and
accurate record of the proceedings all done to the best
of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs were taken

down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced to print
under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
ations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
day of July, 2022.

oblig
(J)(1
18t h

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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